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The inauguration of the permanent headquarters of the African Space Agency (AfSA) at the
Egyptian Space City in New Cairo marks a geopolitical and technological turning point

.With the establishment of the agency, the African Union is moving from a fragmented approach
— with 69 satellites launched independently by 18 countries — to a unified strategy aimed at

technological sovereignty and continental economic development.

For Italy, represented at the opening ceremony alongside leading international players, this
transition represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity.Aligning itself with the objectives of the
Agenda Africa 2063 and embracing the spirit of the Piano Mattei, the Italian country

system can position itself as a key partner for the African continent, securing tangible returns
across three fundamental areas.
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1. Economic and Industrial Return: Technology Transfer and the
Aerospace Supply Chain

AfSA is not focused solely on scientific exploration, but aims to control and process satellite

data for territorial management.For the Italian aerospace supply chain — a global leader
in Earth Observation technologies, sensors, and systems integration and testing — high-growth-
potential markets are opening up:

Provision of downstream infrastructure and services: Italy can offer expertise in
satellite constellation management and data processing applied to key sectors identified by
AfSA, such as precision agriculture, food security, and disaster monitoring.

Industrial partnerships and training: Following the agreement signed between AfSA
and the European Space Agency (ESA), Italian companies and research centers can lead
capacity-building and specialized training programs for African executives and
engineers, creating a preferential channel for exporting Made in Italy technologies.

2.International Relations and Space Diplomacy

Egypt and the African Union are bringing the continent into international multilateral forums
(such as the requests submitted to the UN COPUOS).In this context, Italian support for AfSA
strengthens our country's geopolitical reach in the Mediterraneo Allargato:

Synergy with the Piano Mattei: Support for African technological independence
embodies the logic of equal cooperation and "empowerment" championed by Italian
diplomacy.

Consolidating the role as a bridge between Europe and Africa: By actively
contributing to the establishment of AfSA alongside ESA and NASA, Italy can position itself
as a natural connecting point between European space initiatives and those of the
African continent, increasing its political weight at decision-making tables in Brussels and
the United Nations.

3.Management and Monitoring of Energy Resources

Energy is the engine of continental development and a central element of European strategic
security.Space applications promoted by AfSA provide critical tools for the energy

transition and energy security:
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Monitoring critical infrastructure: Earth Observation satellite data are essential for the
tracking, protection, and predictive maintenance of gas pipelines, trans-

Mediterranean power lines and energy fields.

Renewable energy development: Geospatial data analysis enables accurate mapping

of sites with high potential for solar and wind farm installation in the North African
desert or along the coast, supporting Africa's transformation into a clean energy hub serving
European consumption as well.

Conclusions

The creation of the African Space Agency demonstrates that Africa intends to enter the

global arena as a partner and producer of technology.For Italy, promptly seizing this
opportunity means transforming space cooperation into a driver of economic growth

for its companies, strengthening its diplomatic influence and safeguarding shared

energy security.

News link: https://www.osservatoreromano.va/it/news/2026-09/quo-218/l-africa-alla-conquista-dello-spazio-e-di-un-
posto-tra-i-grandi.html
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