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The Italian amphibious excellence finds its most complete expression in the San Marco Marine
Brigade (BMSM), a unit that represents the spearhead of the Italian Navy's sea projection
capability. From the 1st Regiment's Marine riflemen, specialists in landing operations, to the 2nd
Regiment's naval security teams, every component of the BMSM embodies values of
adaptability, resilience, and unparalleled dedication. Let's take a closer look at their role and
evolution.

The San Marco Marine Brigade originates from an ancient tradition of Marine infantry, dating
back to 1878 with the first landing units and consolidating in 1919 with the Marine Infantry
Regiment. The modern Brigade, officially activated in 2013, today represents the main
amphibious asset of the Italian Navy, ready to intervene quickly in crisis contexts or
multinational operations.
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The mission of the BMSM is maritime protection, force projection from sea to land, and support
for national and international security. Technological innovation and continuous training are the
beating heart of the Brigade, which constantly compares itself with the best amphibious units in
the world, such as the US Marines and the British Royal Marines. The integration of command
and control systems (C2), rapid intervention, and the ability to adapt to modern operational
scenarios make the Brigade an indispensable tool for national defense.

The 1st and 2nd San Marco Regiment: Different Missions,
Same Spirit
Within the Brigade, the 1st and 2nd San Marco Regiment embody two complementary aspects
of amphibious operations.

The 1st San Marco Regiment is the landing maneuver element of the Landing Force. Its
Marine riflemen are trained for Rapid Onset Military Operations (ROMO) in complex maritime
and terrestrial environments. Specialized in creating beachheads, supporting land forces, and
initially controlling critical areas, these soldiers must face the unpredictable, both during assault
landings and in evacuation and rescue contexts. Being part of the 1st Regiment means
mastering sea, coast, and land with the same ease.

The 2nd San Marco Regiment, on the other hand, is the force specialized in naval security.
Its operators are responsible for Force Protection aboard Italian military ships, with tasks
ranging from controlling transits in risk areas to boarding suspicious vessels (VBSS). With
rigorous training in Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIO), they are protagonists in boarding,
inspection, and threat neutralization operations. Their work is essential to ensure the safety of
convoys and naval units in missions like "Aspides", "Atalanta", and "Mediterraneo Sicuro".

Both Regiments, despite having different tasks, share common values: sacrifice, adaptability,
resilience, and an inexhaustible dedication to duty.

Being a Marine Rifleman Today: A Total Commitment
Becoming a Marine rifleman means embracing a lifestyle based on discipline, technical skill, and
operational readiness. The riflemen of the San Marco Brigade are trained to act quickly, both in
the chaos of an operational landing and in the silent discretion of a naval protection mission.
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The training path is tough: it requires overcoming high-level physical, technical, and
psychological tests, as well as acquiring specialized skills in areas such as close combat, CBRN
defense, the use of advanced weapon systems, and operational communications.

The riflemen do not limit themselves to operating in Italy: they participate in international
missions, often in hostile and dynamic environments, where they must put into practice the
adaptation and leadership skills acquired. “Where the soldier stops, the rifleman continues” is
not just a motto, but a daily reality for those who choose to serve in the ranks of the San Marco
Marine Brigade, bringing the pride of the Trident everywhere.
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