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In the recent phases of the joint exercise Yudh Abhyas 2026, selected units from the 11ª

Divisione Aviotrasportata statunitense (the "Arctic Angels") and Indian Army parachute
and air-mobile infantry units demonstrated an unprecedented level of tactical

interoperability. Held between the Auli Foreign Training Node in Uttarakhand and the Mahajan
Field Firing Range in Rajasthan, this year's edition deployed approximately 600

paratroopers from each side, engaged in complex air-assault operations in mixed
formations.

This major deployment of airborne forces is directly linked to the heart of the traditional and

tense geopolitical confrontation between India and China. Historically marked by
unresolved territorial disputes along the high-altitude Line of Actual Control (LAC) and growing
strategic competition, the Indo-Pacific theater demands the ability to rapidly deploy elite troops
capable of operating in extreme environments. Close cooperation between Washington's and
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New Delhi's paratroopers responds precisely to the need to contain Beijing's hegemonic
ambitions, serving as an active deterrent against any attempt to alter the region's

territorial balance by force.

Part Two: Air-Mobile Mobility, C-UAS, and Air Superiority
The effectiveness of a modern parachute force depends on technological dominance and
protection against asymmetric threats. The 2026 edition placed crucial emphasis on
technological innovation and electronic warfare, integrating the airborne assault with
advanced systems for countering unmanned aerial threats (C-UAS)."In complex mountain
environments, the vulnerability of light units to drone swarms and loitering munitions requires
the use of electronic countermeasures and integrated mobile platforms such as the M-LIDS

(Mobile-Low, Slow, Unmanned Aircraft Integrated Defense System), providing the
protective bubble essential for troops deployed behind enemy lines.

The integration of mixed U.S. and Indian paratrooper platoons within the same assault
companies demonstrates how operational synergy can overcome traditional doctrinal barriers,
offering a flexible, highly lethal, and technologically advanced response to the hybrid tactics of
leading geostrategic competitors such as China.

Part Three: Operational Readiness and the Security Axis in
the Indo-Pacific
The conclusion of the joint maneuvers marks a decisive strengthening of the bilateral

strategic partnership, transforming training cooperation into a rapid and cohesive force-

projection capability. The use of standardized protocols, shared flight briefings (Air Mission
Coordination Meetings), and aircraft familiarization cycles enabled the paratroopers to operate
with absolute mutual trust, a vital factor when planning high-intensity airborne operations

in critical geostrategic settings.

Ultimately, Yudh Abhyas 2026 seals a security axis fundamental to Indo-Pacific stability.
The ability of airborne units to intervene promptly, protected by advanced electronic shields and

Pagina 2 di 3BrigataFolgore.net



supported by an integrated chain of command, sends Beijing an unequivocal message of
military readiness and firm strategic deterrence.
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