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The Comando delle Operazioni Speciali degli Stati Uniti (USSOCOM) is the cornerstone of
high-risk, high-priority operations conducted by U.S. defense forces around the globe.With the
publication of the 2026 USSOCOM Fact Book, prepared by the Army Director of Public Affairs,
Colonel Alexandra Weiskopf, the command provides a detailed look at its organization, strategic
priorities, operational components, equipment, and the core principles that guide the actions of
its men and women.

General Structure and Leadership
Founded on April 16, 1987 and headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base in Florida,
USSOCOM has approximately 3,500 personnel at its headquarters and a total of nearly

70,000 personnel deployed across its entire operational network.The command is led by a
four-star flag officer: the Commander of Special Operations, U.S. Navy Admiral Frank M.
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Bradley. Serving alongside him are the Deputy Commander, U.S. Air Force Lieutenant General
Sean M. Farrell, the Deputy Commander for Operations, U.S. Army Lieutenant General Steven M.
Marks, and the Command Senior Enlisted Leader, Command Sergeant Major Andrew J.Krogman.
USSOCOM exercises command authority (CCMD) over all special operations forces (Special

Operations Forces - SOF) on behalf of the Department of Defense.The organization is structured
around four service component commands:

Naval Special Warfare Command (NSWC) headquartered in Coronado, California;

United States Army Special Operations Command (USASOC) at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina;

Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC) at Hurlburt Field, Florida;

Marine Forces Special Operations Command (MARSOC) at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina.

These are supplemented by the Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC), dedicated to
extremely high-readiness operations, and the Special Reconnaissance and Enabling

Command (SREC), responsible for synchronizing and integrating special reconnaissance
capabilities.

The Mission and Three Strategic Priorities
USSOCOM's mission is to develop and employ the world's finest special operations

forces to conduct global operations and activities as part of the Joint Force, in partnership with
the interagency, allies, and international partners to counter state and non-state actors.

Pagina 2 di 6BrigataFolgore.net



To fulfill this mission, USSOCOM structures its strategy around three overarching priorities:

1. WIN (Winning): The mission is the fundamental reason for being.The aim is to strengthen

sub-unified territorial commands (TSOC and JSOC), forming highly flexible Joint Task
Forces and developing asymmetric human-machine teams to catch enemies by surprise.

2. PEOPLE (People): Personnel represent the primary competitive advantage and the

ultimate weapon system.A culture of meritocracy is promoted through quantifiable and

measurable standards, supported by annual 360-degree assessments of operators’
physical, cognitive, and behavioral health.

3. TRANSFORM (Transform): Transformation is imperative due to the constantly changing
character of war.The adaptation includes the modernization of management and

financial processes to achieve full accounting auditability by 2028.

Global Presence: Theater Special Operations Commands
(TSOC)
USSOCOM projects its operational capability worldwide through seven Theater Special

Operations Commands (Theater Special Operations Commands - TSOC):

SOCAFRICA (Stuttgart, Germany): Operates under USAFRICOM across 53 African

countries to counter violent extremist organizations (VEOs).Main exercise: Flintlock.

SOCCENT (MacDill AFB, Florida / CENTCOM): Operates in 20 countries across the

Middle East and Central Asia.Promotes irregular warfare approaches and exercises such
as Eager Lion.

SOCEUR (Stuttgart, Germany): Covers 51 countries in the European area.Focused on
deterrence, NATO interoperability, and the Trojan Footprint.

SOCKOR (Camp Humphreys, South Korea): The only TSOC structured for permanent

combined operations with the host nation.

SOCNORTH (Peterson AFB, Colorado): Safeguards homeland defense in North
America and the Arctic through exercises such as Polar Dagger and Arctic Edge.

SOCPAC (Camp Smith, Hawaii): Covers the vast Indo-Pacific region (36 nations),
overseeing major exercises such as Balikatan and Talisman Sabre.
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SOCSOUTH (Homestead ARB, Florida): Operates in 31 countries across Latin

America and the Caribbean, coordinating the Southern Star exercise.

Service Components and Operational Specialties
USSOCOM’s tactical excellence rests on the professionalism and specialized capabilities of its
components:

Naval Special Warfare Command (NSWC): Has approximately 11,000 personnel and
includes the renowned SEAL (Sea, Air, Land) and SWCC operators for the operation of
assault craft.

U.S.Army Special Operations Command (USASOC): It is the largest component (
36,000 personnel) and includes the Berretti Verdi (Special Forces), the 75°

Reggimento Ranger, special aviators, Civil Affairs, and Psychological Operations (PSYOP).

Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC): It has 17,000 personnel and provides
rapid air mobility, precision strike, ISR support, and air-ground integration with
special aviators and Air Commandos.

Marine Forces Special Operations Command (MARSOC): Comprising approximately
3,500 personnel, it fields the Marine Raiders, who specialize in distributed and joint
operations.
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Techno-Tactical Equipment and Platforms
USSOCOM employs a cutting-edge fleet of platforms to operate in any environment:

Air Platforms: Includes attack support aircraft such as the AC-130J Ghostrider, CV-22B

Osprey tiltrotors
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