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After the seizure of three oil tankers from the South American country, the last one on
December 20, conducted by special forces, the President of the United States Donald Trump
publicly confirmed that U.S. forces struck a facility on Venezuelan territory, linked,
according to his words, to drug trafficking by sea. The statements were made during a joint
press conference with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, held at the Mar-a-Lago

resort in Florida.

“There was a big explosion in the port area where drug ships are loaded. We hit all

the vessels and then the area itself,” Trump declared, without providing operational details
or formally indicating the unit responsible for the action.
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http://Dopo il sequestro di tre petroliere del Paese sudamericano — l’ultimo, il 20 dicembre, condotto da forze speciali — il presidente degli Stati Uniti Donald Trump ha confermato pubblicamente che forze statunitensi hanno colpito una struttura in territorio venezuelano, collegata, secondo le sue parole, al traffico di droga via mare. Le dichiarazioni sono state rilasciate durante una conferenza stampa congiunta con il primo ministro israeliano Benjamin Netanyahu, tenuta presso il resort di Mar-a-Lago, in Florida.


According to the New York Times, U.S. officials confirmed that the reference was to a drug
processing or distribution facility, but without providing further official details.

https://twitter.com/AlertaNews24/status/2005708763232383410

No Official Confirmation, but Signs on the Ground
At the moment, there are no formal confirmations from the Pentagon or other U.S. government
bodies. However, some local sources report explosions occurred in an industrial area near

Maracaibo, consistent with what the American president described.

The Venezuelan authorities, as has happened in the past, have not released official statements
on the incident.

The Pressure Strategy on Caracas
Trump's statements are part of a framework of increasing political, economic, and military
pressure against the regime of Nicolás Maduro. In recent months, the U.S. administration has
intensified counter-narcotics operations in the Caribbean Sea, claiming that:

maritime trafficking has been reduced by 94%;

the remaining 6% represents the current target of operations;

intelligence activities are underway to target the networks still operational on Venezuelan
territory.

“We know every route, every house, we know where they live,” Trump stated regarding
the drug traffickers, suggesting a possible extension of operations also by land.

The Message to Maduro
The U.S. president has repeatedly reiterated his position towards Nicolás Maduro, who has a
$50 million bounty offered by the United States.

“If he were smart, he would leave power. If he wants to play hard, it will be the last time,”
Trump declared on December 22.

An Evolving Scenario
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Although official confirmations are lacking, the words of the American president mark a further
escalation of tension between Washington and Caracas. If confirmed, the attack would
represent the first direct U.S. intervention on Venezuelan territory in the current phase
of the crisis.

An action that, although presented as part of the war on drugs, could have significant
geopolitical consequences for the entire Latin American region.

News link: https://www.ntn24.com/noticias-actualidad/trump-confirma-que-estados-unidos-destruyo-instalacion-en-
venezuela-hubo-una-gran-explosion-en-la-zona-portuaria-donde-cargan-los-barcos-con-drogas-598036
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