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US-Venezuela Crisis, Trump Raises the
Tone: “We Are Ready, Imminent
Ground Attack”. No to Maduro's
Requests. Colombia Also in the

Crosshairs.

Published on 03/12/2025

The crisis between the United States and Venezuela takes a leap after new statements from
American President Donald Trump, who announced from the White House that "soon" ground
attacks will begin against drug trafficking organizations, implying direct operations not only in

Venezuela but also in other countries in the region, including Colombia.

According to Trump, the criminal groups responsible for the production and trafficking of drugs
have caused “over 200,000 deaths last year”, numbers that, he claims, have decreased thanks

to recent US operations in the Caribbean Sea. Now, the next step would be a ground phase.

The President of the United States stated that
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Soon we will start ground attacks, it's easier. We know where these wrongdoers are, and

this will start very soon. Families will live more peacefully.

Just a few days ago, the Federal Aviation Administrator (FAA) had advised all operators

flying over Venezuelan airspace to maintain “maximum caution.”

A warning that, in light of Trump's latest statements and the verbal escalation with Caracas,

today appears as a further signal of the growing tension in the region.

Federal Aviation Administration

KICZ A0012/25 NOTAM...SECURITY...UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ADVISORY FOR POTENTIALLY
HAZARDOUS SITUATION IN THE MAIQUETIA FLIGHT INFORMATION REGION (SVZM)

OPERATORS ARE ADVISED TO EXERCISE CAUTION WHEN OPERATING IN THE MAIQUETIA FLIGHT
INFORMATION REGION (SVZM FIR) AT ALL ALTITUDES DUE TO THE WORSENING SECURITY
SITUATION AND HEIGHTENED MILITARY ACTIVITY IN OR AROUND VENEZUELA. THREATS COULD
POSE A POTENTIAL RISK TO AIRCRAFT AT ALL ALTITUDES, INCLUDING DURING OVERFLIGHT, THE
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE PHASES OF FLIGHT, AND/OR AIRPORTS AND AIRCRAFT ON THE
GROUND.

REFER TO THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION NOTICE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THREAT
CONCERNS FOR U.S. CIVIL AVIATION OPERATIONS IN THE AFFECTED AIRSPACE AT HTTPS://
WWW.FAA GOV/AIR_TRAFFIC/PUBLICATIONS/US_RESTRICTIONS.

PROVIDE AT LEAST 72-HOUR ADVANCE NOTICE OF PLANNED FLIGHTS TO THE FAA AT
FAAWATCH@FAA.GOV WITH SPECIFIC FLIGHT DETAILS.

REPORT ANY SAFETY/SECURITY INCIDENTS OBSERVED/EXPERIENCED WHILE OPERATING IN THE
AFFECTED AIRSPACE TO THE FAA'S WASHINGTON OPERATIONS CENTER AT +1 (202) 267-3333

SFC-UNL: 21 NOV 17:43 UTC 2025 UNTIL 18 FEB 23:59 UTC 2026. CREATED: 21 NOV 18:08 UTC 2025

The note from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) warning of a “worsening security situation and increased

military activity” in Venezuelan airspace (SVZM FIR).

Colombia in the Crosshairs

In his speech, Trump clarified that the raids could hit “any place where drugs are being
produced”, explicitly mentioning Colombia. “In Colombia, they have cocaine production
facilities that they then sell in the United States. Anyone producing drugs destined for our

country is subject to being attacked, not just Venezuela”, he declared.

Words that provoked an immediate reaction from Colombian President Gustavo Petro. From his
X profile, Petro invited Trump to come to Colombia to “participate in the destruction of the nine
laboratories a day” that, he claims, Colombian authorities dismantle to prevent cocaine from
reaching the United States, claiming the destruction of about 18,400 laboratories during his

term without “firing a single missile”.
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Venga serior Trump a Colombia, lo invito, para que participe en la destruccién de los 9

laboratorios diarios que hacemos para que no llegue cocaina a EEUU.

Sin misiles he destruido en mi gobierno 18.400 laboratorios, venga conmigo y le enserio

como se destruyen, un laboratorio... https://t.co/8WOKncIDK7

— Gustavo Petro (@petrogustavo) December 2, 2025

The Colombian Head of State warned that “attacking our sovereignty is equivalent to
declaring war” and that such an action “would damage two centuries of diplomatic relations”,
adding that he has already been “slandered” by Trump and inviting him not to persist on that
path. Petro finally reminded that if there is a country that has contributed to stopping thousands

of tons of cocaine headed towards US consumers, it is indeed Colombia.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro responds harshly to Trump's statements, warning that an attack on Bogotd's

sovereignty would be equivalent to “declaring war” - Photo Wikipedia Free Copyright

The Secret Trump-Maduro Call: Five Requests to Leave
Power

Further tensions arose after Reuters revealed unpublished contents of the phone call between
Trump and Nicolas Maduro, which took place on November 21. The conversation, lasting less

than 15 minutes, reportedly saw Maduro present five conditions to abandon power:

1. Total amnesty for himself and his family.
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2. Revocation of personal economic and financial sanctions.

3. Dismissal of proceedings at the International Criminal Court, related to over 9,000 cases
of human rights violations.

4. Cancellation of sanctions for about 100 regime members, including military and police
figures.

5. Appointment of Delcy Rodriguez as interim president in a transition period towards

elections.

The United States considers Maduro an illegitimate leader and offers a $50 million bounty for

his capture on charges related to drug trafficking, money laundering, and corruption.

According to Reuters, Trump categorically rejected all requests, leaving only one way out:
the immediate resignation of Maduro within a week, with the sole guarantee of a safe

passage for him and his family into exile.
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From left to right: Nicoldas Maduro, President of Venezuela; Diosdado Cabello, Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace

and key figure of the regime; Vladimir Padrino Lépez, Minister of Defense. All three are at the center of

international controversy and a source of growing tensions with the United States. - Copyright DEA USA

Uncertain Prospects

The statements from Washington, the closure of Venezuelan airspace, and the prospect of
ground operations mark a new point of friction that could have diplomatic and military

repercussions throughout the region.
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The crisis remains in full evolution, and the possible scenarios - from targeted intervention

against criminal organizations to a direct confrontation with the Caracas regime - are increasing

by the hour.

News link: https://www.ntn24.com/noticias-actualidad/trump-afirma-que-muy-pronto-comenzaran-ataques-por-

tierra-contra-organizaciones-del-narcotrafico-y-menciona-a-colombia-593527
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