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Cl NASCONIDIAMO TRA LE NUVOLE IPER COLPIRE NEL SILENZIO

US and French Aircraft Carriers: Why
They Remain a Decisive Strategic Tool
(Lessons from the Middle East Crisis
2026)
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In contemporary warfare, there is often talk of drones, long-range missiles, electronic warfare,
and cyber capabilities as “decisive” factors. All true, but these very transformations have made
even more valuable a quality that becomes extremely rare in real crises: the ability to bring air
power, command, and logistics close to the theater of operations without being entirely
dependent on land-based infrastructure and the political constraints of those who host them.

This is where the aircraft carrier remains a nearly unique strategic tool: a mobile air base that

moves, redeploys, and stays in the area, offering operational continuity in an environment

where bases and routes can become vulnerable or politically contested.

2026 in the Middle East offers a concrete example: the American deployment with two carrier

groups and a strong increase in naval and air assets is not just a show of force. It is a way to
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quickly build a “package” that allows for exerting pressure, supporting operations over time,
and withstanding potential retaliations. Essentially, the aircraft carrier is not just for striking: it

serves to provide credible options and keep multiple avenues open simultaneously.
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United States and France: Same Logic, Different Scales

In the case of the United States, the aircraft carrier is first and foremost a vector of global
projection. When Washington deploys two Carrier Strike Groups in the same region, the
message is not just “we can attack,” but “we can do so continuously, with redundancy and self-
defense.” Two groups in the area mean greater capacity to maintain sorties, air defense patrols,
reconnaissance, and coordination, as well as the ability to alternate operational tempos and
maintenance “windows” without losing presence. It is deterrence built on concrete capability:

ready, scalable, and sustainable.

France plays a different game in terms of size, but not in strategic sense. The aircraft carrier
Charles de Gaulle represents a tool of autonomy of action and, at the same time, a political
signal to allies and adversaries. The decision to send it towards the Mediterranean, in the
context of regional tensions and threats to maritime routes, explicitly links the military
dimension to the economic dimension: protection of trade, security of energy routes, and the
ability to contribute to stability without necessarily waiting for others' initiatives. In practice, if
the US uses the aircraft carrier as the main lever of global posture, France uses it as a lever of

strategic credibility and regional influence within a Euro-Mediterranean context.
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Deterrence, Retaliation, and Freedom of the Seas: What
Aircraft Carriers Really Teach in 2026

The key word, looking at the crisis, is “management.” Aircraft carriers are crisis management

tools because they make possible a gradient of choices: presence and surveillance, political and
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military pressure, limited actions, up to prolonged operations. In a context like that with Iran,
where many analysts warn that a “surgical” strike might not remain isolated and could quickly
lead to escalation, the ability to sustain operations while simultaneously defending against
retaliation becomes crucial. An aircraft carrier is not a single hull: it is the center of a system
with supplies, sensors, command, and protection capabilities that increase the resilience of the

entire setup.

Then there is the maritime aspect, often underestimated. When choke points and critical routes
are threatened, the presence of carrier groups (American and, in parallel, French) is not just to
“wage war,” but to support freedom of navigation and ensure that a military crisis does not
automatically turn into commercial collapse. In 2026, this dimension emerges strongly: naval

action intertwines with the real economy, energy, and the stability of supply chains.

In conclusion, referring to both nations, the point is not that aircraft carriers are invincible or
that they can resolve a conflict on their own. The point is that, when the situation becomes
unstable, the United States and France resort to the same logic: using the aircraft carrier as a
tool capable of combining air power, deterrence, defense, command, and prolonged
presence, offering options and control in an environment where improvisation is extremely

costly.
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