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CI NASCONIDIAMO TRALE NUVOLE PER COLPIRE NEL SILENZIO

Unmarked Special Forces Spotted in
Estonia: Alliance's Response Ready
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In recent months, the eastern border of Europe has returned to the center of strategic
attention. The tensions between the Russian Federation and NATO member countries
remain high, as the war in Ukraine continues and the Alliance's surveillance and
deterrence activities in the Baltic countries intensify. In this context, even seemingly
marginal episodes assume political and military significance. The latest concerns the sighting
of armed men in anonymous uniforms along the border between Estonia and Russia,
interpreted as a new signal of the hybrid pressure exerted by Moscow against the Atlantic

Alliance.

The Estonian authorities reported the presence of these men along a stretch of road that
crosses a small portion of Russian territory in the southeast of the country, known as the
Saatse Boot: about 800 meters of Russian land that interrupt the Estonian border in the

Voru region. According to the public broadcaster ERR, the individuals — seven in total —

BrigataFolgore.net Pagina 1 di 3



were wearing green uniforms without insignia and carrying Kalashnikov assault rifles.

The Estonian border guards, noticing unusual movements, temporarily blocked the road
to ensure safety and prevent incidents. The Tallinn government confirmed that the situation

is under control, but described the episode as “a signal not to be underestimated”.

Estonia, a NATO member since 2004, maintains constant coordination with allies for the
surveillance of the Alliance's eastern borders, considered among the most sensitive in
Europe. The appearance of unidentified military personnel inevitably recalls the appearance of
the “little green men” in Crimea in 2014, a prelude to the annexation of the Ukrainian

peninsula by the Russian Federation.

Hybrid Operations and Atlantic Response

According to Western intelligence analyses, including a recent report from the Danish
secret service, Russia has increased its hybrid activities along NATO borders, combining
military, cyber, and informational elements. These operations, conducted “in the gray zone”
between peace and conflict, aim to test the readiness of European defenses while avoiding

actions that could trigger Article 5 of the Atlantic Treaty, the collective defense clause.

The hybrid operations include cyberattacks, strategic disinformation, economic
interference, and undeclared military presences. Episodes like the one in Saatse are
therefore closely monitored by allies, as they may represent attempts at psychological

pressure or tactical probes.

In recent months, in addition to the sighting in Estonia, there have been MiG-31 fighter jet
overflights near Baltic airspace and targeted cyberattacks on civilian and military
infrastructure. NATO has responded by strengthening integrated surveillance and
intensifying air patrol missions (Air Policing), which ensure the security of Baltic skies in

collaboration with local forces.

"Little Green Men" at Baltic borders: NATO remains vigilant over Estonia

The Estonian Foreign Minister stated that “the situation remains stable,” but reiterated the

need to maintain high vigilance and cooperation with allies. The Alliance, through the
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Brussels Command, expressed full support for Tallinn and confirmed the availability of

further deterrence measures if necessary.

The Crimea Precedent and NATO's Role

The reference to 2014, when Russian special forces Spetnaz appeared in Crimea without
insignia, remains inevitable. Then, as now, the Russian strategy was based on “plausible
deniability”, using units without official symbols to avoid formal recognition of a military

action.

Today, however, the scenario is profoundly different. NATO has strengthened its presence in
Eastern Europe with multinational tactical groups deployed in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Poland. These forces, made up of contingents from various allied countries — including the
United States, United Kingdom, Germany, and Italy — represent a concrete deterrent factor

and a clear message of solidarity.

"Little Green Men" at Baltic borders: NATO remains vigilant over Estonia

Spetsnaz, Russian Special Forces

According to European security analysts, the Saatse episode should be seen as a political
and operational test rather than a direct threat. However, it highlights the need to maintain

high military readiness and political cohesion among the Alliance's member states.

NATO, in its latest communiqué, reiterated that “any attempt to intimidate allied countries will
be countered with firmness and unity.” The principle of collective defense, enshrined in the

Washington Treaty, remains the cornerstone of security in Europe and the North Atlantic.

In conclusion, the sighting of the “little green men” at Estonia's borders represents a
signal of controlled tension, but also a stability test for NATO. The Alliance, strong in its
military presence and political coordination among members, continues to ensure security,
transparency, and deterrence, fundamental elements for preserving peace on the European

continent.

News link: https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/guerra/omini-verdidi-putin-ai-confini-delleuropa-2552762.html
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