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The signing of the mutual defense agreement in Mecca between Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and Pakistan — a pact that echoes the spirit of NATO's Article 5 — represents a
masterpiece of geopolitical diplomacy, with Ankara skillfully positioning itself at the center
of the new security architecture of the Sunni world. Exploiting regional insecurities and
the common fear of isolation in a blazing Middle Eastern quadrant, Turkey has managed to
unite around its own national interests three powers with highly complementary profiles. The
agreement systematizes diverse and powerful resources: the petrodollars and financial
liquidity of Riyadh, the strategic depth and nuclear arsenal of Pakistan, and, at the
operational summit, the conventional force of the second-largest army in the Atlantic

Alliance (namely, the Turkish one).
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Exploiting the advantages of each ally to maximize power
projection
The brilliance of the move lies in Ankara's ability to extract from each partner exactly the
useful advantages to expand its own sphere of action without facing limiting constraints.
On one hand, the axis with Saudi Arabia guarantees a fundamental economic boost and
direct access to energy flows and investments at a time of global crisis. On the other hand, the
bond with Pakistan and the military leadership of Islamabad secures a deep military

cooperation (already tested with operational feedback on Saudi territory) that projects Turkey

well beyond traditional boundaries, reaching South Asia. All this occurs while maintaining
existing international commitments, confirming a diplomatic flexibility that allows it to
negotiate from a position of strength with Washington and other superpowers.

The reaction of Tehran and the new regional chessboard
Naturally, a move of such magnitude could not fail to provoke the immediate and sharp
reaction of Tehran. Iranian authorities dismissed the agreement as a mere “piece of paper”

, warning Riyadh of the risks of relying on external powers and attempting to downplay the
significance of the Sunni axis. However, against the backdrop of complex security negotiations
in the Strait of Hormuz and the standoff with the United States over sanctions and oil
revenues, the reality on the ground is quite different. Thanks to this pact, Turkey permanently
consolidates its role as a leading power and balance point, capable of influencing energy

and military dossiers from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf.
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