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The sea, a silent guardian of a never fully dormant wartime history, recently returned a
dangerous reminder of the past. In the depths of the northern coast of Civitavecchia, in the area
known as "La Frasca", a World War II explosive device was identified and neutralized, a
threat that required the masterful intervention of the Italian Navy Divers.
This clearance operation is a tangible demonstration of the high professionalism and efficiency
that characterize one of the most specialized corps of our Armed Forces.

The Chronicle of the Operation
It all began on May 19, 2026, when the Diving Unit of the Guardia di Finanza of Civitavecchia,
during routine operational activities, identified an Italian mine weighing 200 kilograms at about
36 meters deep. The device, resting on a sandy-muddy seabed and partially concealed by
marine encrustations and remnants of fishing nets, posed a concrete risk to the area's safety.
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After the prompt report to the Port Authority, which immediately restricted the area to protect
navigation and swimming, the intervention protocol of the Divers of the SDAI (Anti-Insidious

Devices Defense Minesweeping) Unit of La Spezia was activated.

Underwater Safety Professionals: The SDAI Unit
The intervention of the Italian Navy Divers represents the pinnacle of underwater specialization
in Italy. The task of clearing explosive devices at sea is one of the most delicate and complex
duties, requiring strict protocols:

Technical Precision: Working at 36 meters deep requires not only operational
competence but perfect management of underwater physiology and safety procedures.

Neutralization: The Divers secured the device, then proceeded with the delicate transport
offshore to suitable areas, where a controlled detonation was carried out.

Risk Management: Thanks to constant training and the use of established procedures, the
entire operation concluded without issues, ensuring the restoration of safety conditions for
the entire coastline.

An Elite Corps at the Service of the Country
The Italian Navy Divers are men trained to operate in prohibitive conditions. Their history is
synonymous with competence, rigor, and dedication. Whether it is recovering wrecks,
conducting complex underwater operations, or, as in this case, freeing our seas from the threat
of unexploded ordnance, their work remains a fundamental pillar of national security.
This operation at La Frasca, conducted in perfect synergy between the Guardia di Finanza and
the Italian Navy, confirms that the safety of our sea is entrusted to expert personnel, capable of
acting swiftly and precisely to protect the community, even dozens of meters below sea level.
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