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CI NASCONIDIAMO TRALE NUVOLE PER COLPIRE NEL SILENZIO

The New Frontier of Maritime Warfare:
Drones as a Strategic Response
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In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, military doctrine is undergoing a radical
transformation. The Pentagon has begun adopting asymmetric warfare tactics, inspired by the
successes achieved by the Ukrainians in the Black Sea and the Houthi rebels in the Red Sea. At
the center of this change is the massive deployment of naval drones, a technology that is

redefining the concept of power projection at low cost and reduced risk.

The Strategic Shift: Towards the “Drone War”

After months of conflict characterized by the traditional use of fighters, bombers, and large
aerial drones (such as the Reaper), the United States Central Command (Centcom) has made a
decisive shift towards autonomous naval operations. The goal is to respond to threats from Iran
and its “mosquito fleets” — formations of fast boats capable of saturating enemy defenses —

with equally agile and economical tools.

The Protagonist: The “Corsair” Drone
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One of the key tools of this new strategy is the naval drone Corsair, produced by the Texas-
based company Saronic. Its technical characteristics make it a versatile asset for modern

operations:

Length: Approximately 7 meters.

Range: 1,800 kilometers.

Warfare capacity: 435 kilograms of explosives.

Speed: 35 knots.

Cost: About 1 million dollars.

Strategic Advantages of the New Warfare Model

The shift to a “drone war” offers undeniable competitive advantages for the USA, operating in

complex theaters:

e Reduction of human risks: The absence of crew on board eliminates the danger of loss of
life among US forces.

e Contained costs: Compared to traditional naval platforms, the production and
management cost of a naval drone is drastically lower, allowing for persistent force
projection.

e Surprise and saturation effect: Thanks to the ability to move without encountering
resistance or using “swarm” attacks, drones can penetrate protected ports or bypass enemy
defenses.

o Versatile operational support: In addition to attack missions, these vehicles are essential

for surveillance, intelligence, and sea rescue support tasks.

Conclusions and Prospects

The integration of these means within units like Task Force 59 marks the beginning of a new era
. The ability to respond in real-time to asymmetric threats, combined with the possibility of
using artificial intelligence, transforms the drone into the most effective and economical
response against naval sabotage and disruption tactics. History teaches that the sea has always
been a theater of pitfalls — as demonstrated by the tragic precedent of the USS Cole — but
today, thanks to unmanned technology, coastal control and countering enemy drones have

moved to a technologically advanced and autonomous level.
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