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The End of the Butcher of Srebrenica -
July 1995 UN inaction in a forgotten
massacre

Published on 28/08/2026

In 1993, the United Nations declared Srebrenica a "protected zone" under the control of the UN
peacekeeping force. An island of hope enclosed between the mountains of eastern Bosnia-
Herzegovina, overcrowded with refugees fleeing the brutal ethnic cleansing campaign
conducted by Serb-Bosnian forces. What was meant to be a safe area instead proved to be a
deadly trap, an isolated enclosure where the international community systematically abdicated

its moral and legal responsibilities.

In July 1995, the killing machine led by General Ratko Mladi¢ besieged the enclave. Despite
protection mandates and formal warnings, Washington, London and Paris chose to turn a blind
eye, underestimating the ferocity of a political project aimed at the systematic erasure of the

Bosnian Muslim population.
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Calculated impotence and the humiliation of the Blue
Helmets

The Dutch contingent of blue helmets, tasked with defending the enclave, found itself tragically
undermanned, lacking effective air support and politically bound by restrictive rules of
engagement that paralyzed its action. Faced with the ruthless advance of Mladi¢'s troops, UN

soldiers proved cowardly and powerless.

"Mladi¢ humiliated the blue helmets, a group of cowardly and powerless Dutch boys, forcing
them to witness the separation of Bosnian men and women, the prelude to the massacre,

toasting in front of Serbian television cameras."

Serbian militiamen proceeded methodically with the separation: men and boys were isolated
under the pretext of cursory checks, while women were subjected to violence and deported.
Everything was meticulously planned, transforming the refugee camp protected by the UN into
an open-air slaughterhouse. More than eight thousand people were systematically slaughtered

and buried in mass graves, in the deafening silence of a Europe that stood by helplessly.
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Justice, the cell, and the end of the Butcher

The end of the war came in November 1995 with the Dayton Accords, but the price paid in
terms of human lives and violated dignity remained immeasurable. Ratko Mladi¢, nicknamed the

"butcher of Srebrenica," remained a fugitive for over a decade thanks to a network of complicity
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before being arrested in Serbia in 2011. Sentenced to life imprisonment in 2017 by the Hague
Tribunal for genocide and crimes against humanity, Mladi¢ recently died in his cell at the age
of 84, taking with him the arrogance of a past in which he claimed to be judged only by his

people.

Evoking the tragedy of Srebrenica today is not merely an exercise in historical memory, but a
stern warning against the return of aggressive nationalism and international indifference in the
face of mass atrocities. The story of Srebrenica remains the deepest scar in the heart of the

European continent, the eternal symbol of the failure of international collective conscience.
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