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On November 1st, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk officially announced the start of
construction on the defensive lines at the border with Russia, an integral part of the "East
Shield" initiative. This program, launched in May, aims to strengthen Poland's borders with
Belarus and the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad. The initiative represents a direct response to
the growing tensions in Eastern Europe, with Poland intending to protect its sovereignty and
that of its allies, particularly those in the Baltic.

The Polish defense is structured in a mix of new physical barriers, modern surveillance systems,
and the development of strategic infrastructure. The plan is not limited to strengthening land
borders but also includes interventions on the logistics system and access routes connecting to
adjacent areas. With a total budget of 10 billion złoty (about 2.5 billion dollars), the program
marks one of Poland's largest defense operations since the end of World War II. Poland has
worked closely with other NATO members, including Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, to
strengthen the collective defense of the eastern flank of the Atlantic Alliance.
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Polish Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz emphasized how this initiative is the largest
operation to strengthen Poland's eastern border since 1945. The strategic position of
Kaliningrad, a small territory that separates Poland from Lithuania, becomes crucial in the
context of these new defensive measures, as it represents a direct access point for Russia to the
Baltic Sea, as well as the headquarters of the main Russian Baltic fleet.
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The Threat of the "Suwalki Gap"

The "Suwalki Gap" has become the focal point of Polish defense strategy. This narrow strip of
land, just 40 kilometers wide, connects Kaliningrad to Belarus, which is one of Russia's most
loyal allies. In the event of a conflict between NATO and Russia, its importance becomes
evident: its occupation by Russian and Belarusian forces could completely isolate the three
Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) from the rest of the Atlantic Alliance, thus
interrupting the main land connection route with the rest of Europe.

This scenario was one of the main reasons why Poland decided to intensify the strengthening of
its defenses. The presence of Russian forces in Kaliningrad, whose capital is also called
Kaliningrad, and the link with Belarus, has raised concerns for regional security, especially after
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Poland has warned that changes in the geopolitical landscape
require concrete and timely responses, considering that Russian forces could exploit this
vulnerability to strike the Baltic countries.

In parallel, Poland has faced an increase in hybrid threats, such as illegal immigration promoted
by Belarus, which has sought to exert pressure on the European Union. According to Polish
authorities, Minsk would have pushed migrants towards the Polish border as part of a
destabilization strategy, an accusation that Belarus has always denied. The Polish response has
seen the strengthening of border control measures and continuous vigilance over any suspicious
movements in the border areas.
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Poland's Response to the Risk of Aggression
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The war in Ukraine has further fueled fears of a possible escalation of the conflict and a
potential attack on the Baltic countries. Poland's extreme attention to its borders has been
emphasized by Vladimir Putin's return to his threats against NATO members, particularly those
closest to Russia. Polish authorities, including Prime Minister Tusk, have stated that the "East
Shield" operation is not only a response to threats from Russia but a clear message to any
potential aggressor.

Poland is not only strengthening its defensive lines but is also seeking to demonstrate its
willingness to defend not only its own borders but also the entire area of Central and Eastern
Europe. As stated by Tomczyk, Polish Deputy Defense Minister: "This is not just a military
barrier, it is a comprehensive security system that helps citizens and discourages any
aggression." The safety of civilians is one of the crucial aspects of the project, which includes
not only fortifications but also hospitals and infrastructure to support local communities.

In a time of increasing geopolitical uncertainty, Poland is preparing its territory for any scenario,
as Tomczyk emphasized: "This is our message to any potential aggressor: you will not pass
through here." Poland's determination to protect its borders, with the support of allies like the
United States and the entire NATO, becomes a beacon of security in a Europe increasingly
threatened by ongoing tensions in the East.

News link: https://kyivindependent.com/poland-starts-fortifying-border-with-russia-under-shield-east-program/
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