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In a day described as "historic" by the Canberra government, Lieutenant General Susan

Coyle was appointed as the Chief of Army of Australia. This marks the first time in the 125-
year history of the armed force that a woman has been chosen for this top position.

A Historic Profile
Born on May 21, 1970, in Kyogle, New South Wales, Susan Coyle began her military career in
1987 as a reservist, inspired by her older sister. Since then, her rise has been steady,
characterized by a combination of technical excellence and operational command.
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The announcement of her appointment, made in April 2026, will see her officially take
command in July, succeeding Lieutenant General Simon Stuart. Prime Minister Anthony
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Albanese emphasized the symbolic and practical importance of this choice, quoting Coyle's own
words: "You can't be what you can't see".

A Trailblazing Career
Susan Coyle is no stranger to breaking the "glass ceiling." Here are the key milestones of her
journey:

Operational Command: She was the first woman to command the Joint Task Force 633

in the Middle East in 2020, responsible for all Australian personnel in the area.

War Experience: She has served in critical conflict zones, including East Timor, the
Solomon Islands, and Afghanistan.

Future Skills: Before her appointment as Chief of Army, she led the Joint Capabilities

Group, overseeing cutting-edge sectors like Cyber Warfare and Space, key elements for
the modernization of Australian defense.
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Education and Honors
In addition to her field career, Lieutenant General Coyle boasts an outstanding academic record:

Graduate of UNSW Canberra and the Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA).

Holds three postgraduate master's degrees.

Is a "Distinguished Graduate" of the United States Army War College.

For her exceptional service, she has been awarded numerous honors, including the Member of

the Order of Australia (AM), the Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC), and the
Distinguished Service Medal (DSM).

Susan Coyle: The First Woman to Lead the Australian Army
Susan Coyle: The First Woman to Lead the Australian Army

The Significance of the Appointment
The choice of Susan Coyle comes at a time of profound transformation for the Australian army,
committed to enhancing long-range capabilities and drone technologies, as well as improving
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internal culture. With about 21% female presence in the armed forces, her leadership aims to be
a beacon for new generations of soldiers, both men and women.
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