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The Spanish Navy has intercepted and monitored several Russian naval units transiting
near the waters of national strategic interest. This was announced today by the Spanish

Defense Staff (EMAD) on its Twitter account - accompanied by original images of the close
encounter - specifying that the operation took place in waters near the Iberian Peninsula

and involved the deployment of three military ships: the "Audaz", the "Vigía", and the
"Serviola". The mission's objective was to identify, follow, and document the presence of the
Russian ships without any hostile action, but through active and constant monitoring in

international waters.

El #BAMAudaz, el #PatrulleroVigia y el #PatrulleroServiola, en operación de Presencia

Vigilancia y Disuasión, #OpsPvD han monitorizado y seguido el paso de buques de la

Federación Rusa por nuestros espacios marítimos de interés. #MOPS #MOM @Armada_esp

pic.twitter.com/UHBlvuGwos
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— Estado Mayor Defensa ���� (@EMADmde) April 8, 2025

The "Admiral Grigorovich": an Advanced Warship
Among the Russian Federation ships monitored during the operation was the "Admiral

Grigorovich", a modern missile frigate commissioned in 2016. Belonging to the Black Sea

Fleet, this type of unit is equipped with advanced weapon systems and represents one of the
main assets of Russian naval capability in high-tension maritime scenarios.

Its appearance near the Spanish coasts, particularly close to the Strait of Gibraltar, has
attracted particular attention in the context of European surveillance and deterrence

measures, especially considering the current conflict scenario in Ukraine and the worsening
relations between Moscow and NATO.
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The Russian frigate Admiral Grigorovich in Spanish interest waters photographed during the sighting

Strategic Security and Continuous Presence
The operation, although devoid of aggressive connotations, is part of a structured strategy of
continuous surveillance and security. The Spanish Armed Forces maintain daily about

3,000 active military personnel in missions of presence and deterrence that encompass
not only the land and maritime dimensions but also air, space, and cyberspace.

This operational model aims to ensure national security, consolidate Spain's role within the
Atlantic Alliance, and counter possible unauthorized or potentially dangerous movements in
strategically relevant maritime areas such as the Western Mediterranean, the Strait of
Gibraltar, and the Cantabrian coast.
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A moment of the sighting by the Spanish Navy.

Increased Tension and NATO Coordination
The monitoring of Russian military units transiting near Western Europe has intensified since
2022, following the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the consequent deterioration of relations
between Russia and NATO. The presence of Russian ships in waters adjacent to the maritime
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borders of Atlantic Alliance member countries has prompted several European navies to
increase the alert level.

Spain, France, Italy, and the United Kingdom, as well as the U.S. naval forces stationed in
Europe, are adopting increasingly coordinated measures to track and deter the presence of
Russian military assets in sensitive maritime spaces. The interception of the "Admiral
Grigorovich" by the Spanish Navy fits perfectly into this European collective security

strategy.
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The patrol ship "Audaz" in action on the Strait of Gibraltar

Not an Isolated Incident
The episode in question is not the first and in all likelihood will not be the last. In recent
years, Spain has increased the frequency of maritime and aerial surveillance operations, also in
cooperation with NATO command centers, to address a growing number of unreported

Russian naval movements.

The Russian presence in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean is interpreted as a strategic

projection attempt, aimed at testing the response capabilities of European countries and
maintaining constant pressure on the southern flank of the Alliance.
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The Strait of Gibraltar, due to its strategic relevance, is constantly monitored

A Continuous International Commitment
In addition to operations in national waters, the Spanish Navy actively participates in
international missions under NATO auspices, such as patrol operations in the Baltic Sea,
the Eastern Mediterranean, and the waters of the North Atlantic.

The interception of Russian ships is thus not only a national defense action but also part of a
broader framework of multilateral responsibility. Spain, as an active NATO member, is
committed to ensuring the stability of the Euro-Atlantic area, at a time when hybrid,

asymmetric, and conventional threats are once again testing the international balance.
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