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SALISBURY PLAIN – In an unprecedented demonstration of strength and operational readiness
in the last ten years, the 16 Air Assault Brigade Combat Team of the British Army and the
Royal Air Force (RAF) have successfully concluded a massive airlift operation. The exercise
marked a turning point for the Joint Airborne Task Force (JATF), confirming the UK's ability
to project elite troops and heavy loads in record time.
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An Operation of Precision and Mass
The exercise involved about 270 paratroopers from the 3rd Battalion, The Parachute

Regiment (3 PARA). The operation was supported by a fleet of four A400M Atlas C.1
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aircraft, taking off from Brize Norton base.

The dynamics of the drop were divided into two critical phases:

1. Personnel Drop: Three Atlas aircraft conducted the paratrooper drop from a tactical
altitude of 800 feet.

2. Material Drop: The fourth aircraft executed a "Heavy Drop," parachuting 24 tons of

equipment, ensuring the paratroopers the logistical autonomy needed to sustain prolonged
combat immediately after landing.
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From Drop Zone to Combat
Once on the ground in Salisbury Plain, the paratroopers had no respite. After regrouping, the
unit undertook a forced march of 16 kilometers (10 miles) carrying combat equipment.

The mission's objective was to set up advanced defensive positions. The men of 3 PARA
deployed equipped with:

Javelin anti-tank missiles for defense against armored vehicles.

81 mm mortars for indirect fire support.

Anti-Drone Systems: In line with modern threats in today's operational theaters, the
exercise placed a strong emphasis on electronic warfare and the downing of remotely
piloted aerial systems.

"This exercise demonstrates that we are ready to operate anywhere in the world with a

lethal and self-sufficient force," commented a spokesperson for the 16 AA Bde. "The

technological leap compared to the last exercise of this scale in 2015 is evident."

The Role of the 16 Air Assault Brigade Combat Team (BCT)
Considered the "spearhead" of the British Army, the 16 Air Assault BCT is the UK's Global
Response Force. With over 6,000 personnel, it is the only British brigade specifically trained
for:
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Airborne Operations: Parachute drops from fixed-wing aircraft.

Air Assault Operations: Rapid assaults via helicopters of the Joint Helicopter Command.

Rescue and Crisis: Humanitarian interventions or civilian evacuations in hostile
environments.

The brigade integrates elite units such as the battalions of the Parachute Regiment, the
Royal Gurkha Rifles, and specialized support units (105 mm light artillery and combat
engineers).

Power from the Sky: The United Kingdom Executes the Largest Airdrop of the Decade
Power from the Sky: The United Kingdom Executes the Largest Airdrop of the Decade

A400M Atlas C.1: The New Pillar of Tactical Transport
The success of the operation underscores the full maturity of the A400M Atlas C.1. After the
retirement of the historic C-130J Hercules fleet, the Atlas is now the RAF's sole tactical carrier,
capable of superior performance:

Load Capacity: Can carry up to 37 tons (with software upgrade prospects up to 40 t).

Versatility: Capable of operating from semi-prepared runways and refueling other aircraft
in flight.

Fleet: The RAF has 22 units, all concentrated at the Brize Norton logistics hub.

The exercise on April 1, 2026, was not just a test of strength, but confirmation that the
integration between the RAF's flight capabilities and the agility of the British Army's light
infantry is now stronger than ever.

News link: https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1335271331970532&set=pcb.1335277645303234
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