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According to the Polish news portal Onet on July 3, 2026, the United States has issued warnings
to the authorities in Warsaw regarding the possibility of a Russian military provocation on
NATO's eastern flank. The alert, which echoes some analyses also published by the British
newspaper The Telegraph, outlines a scenario of increasing tension not aimed at a large-scale
invasion, but rather a "show of force" intended to test the cohesion and responsiveness of the
Atlantic Alliance.

The Hypothetical Scenarios
The sources cited by Onet – referring to contacts close to President Karol Nawrocki's
administration – indicate that Moscow might opt for various types of "hybrid" or limited actions:

Attacks on critical infrastructure: The main concern is the possible use of drones or
missiles against power plants or strategic facilities.
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Border provocations: The most feared scenario involves a brief land incursion or
simulated air attacks, originating from the Kaliningrad exclave or Belarus.

The Russian narrative: According to these leaks, Moscow's strategy would be to present
any incursion as an "incident" (for example, a GPS system failure) or as a rescue mission.
The goal would be to force Poland, through diplomatic pressure, to negotiate rather than
react militarily, turning an act of hostility into a supposed Russian "diplomatic victory."

NATO's Position and the International Response
The Telegraph emphasizes how recent joint exercises between the United States Navy and
NATO forces in the Baltic countries have had an explicit deterrent value: to make the Kremlin
understand that any aggression on Polish territory would be equated to a direct attack against
US troops.

The defensive reaction: The German Air Force command has reiterated in recent
statements the willingness to defend "every inch" of NATO territory. Among the potential
response targets in case of conflict, strategic Russian sites such as Kaliningrad, Saint
Petersburg, and the Kola Peninsula have been mentioned.

The context: The climate of tension is fueled by a long series of Russian drone incursions
in recent years in various Alliance countries (including Romania, Poland, and the Baltic
States), which have prompted the Warsaw government to maintain a state of maximum
alert on its air defenses.

The Political Landscape in Poland
President Karol Nawrocki has repeatedly emphasized in international contexts (including the
Davos forums and interviews with foreign press such as Bild) that Russia represents a constant
and structural threat to European security. Warsaw's declared strategy focuses on
strengthening national military capabilities and Atlantic solidarity as the only viable ways to
deter the Kremlin's imperial ambitions.
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