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CI NASCONIDIAMO TRALE NUVOLE PER COLPIRE NEL SILENZIO

Pentagon: 900 Billion for Next
Generation Air Dominance (NGAD) and
Nuclear Domain
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The Department of Defense's budget proposal for fiscal year 2027 represents a historic shift in
American military spending. For the first time, the funding request is poised to challenge
the 900 billion dollar threshold, a figure driven not only by inflation but by a radical shift
towards "high-end deterrence." Unlike previous years focused on counterinsurgency, this
budget is a blueprint for a potential peer conflict in the Indo-Pacific. Senior officials describe this
investment cycle as "decisive" for the U.S. Navy and Air Force, where every dollar is

aimed at countering China's rapid naval expansion and hypersonic capabilities.

NGAD and the System of Systems Philosophy

At the heart of this spending is the Next Generation Air Dominance (NGAD) program. Despite
congressional debates regarding the unit cost of the sixth-generation fighter, the Pentagon

remains committed to a "System of Systems" approach. The budget allocates massive
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funding for the Collaborative Combat Aircraft (CCA): autonomous "loyal wingmen" designed to

fly alongside manned jets. These drones will serve as sensor nodes and weapon carriers,
ensuring that the United States maintains air superiority in A2/AD (Anti-Access/Area Denial)

environments where traditional fourth and fifth-generation platforms might fail.
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The Undisputed Priority: Nuclear Modernization

Perhaps the most controversial and costly pillar of the 2027 request is the total commitment to
the Nuclear Triad. Despite growing delays, the Pentagon is doubling down on the Sentinel
ICBM missile and Columbia-class ballistic submarines. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
has described these programs as "non-negotiable," arguing that a credible nuclear deterrent is
the only foundation on which conventional operations can be safely conducted. As Russia and
China modernize their strategic arsenals, the United States signals that it will not relinquish

strategic primacy, regardless of fiscal pressure on other branches of the armed forces.
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