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ROME — In a global economic context characterized by strong uncertainties, the Italian
Government has outlined a budget strategy based on realism and the protection of the social
fabric. The decision not to make use of the National Escape Clause (NEC) — the European
tool that would have allowed approximately 12 billion euros of military expenses to be
excluded from the deficit calculation — reflects the Presidency of the Council's will to give
absolute priority to containing energy costs and the financial stability of the country.

A transition towards operational sustainability
The renunciation of extra-deficit for defense marks a point of discontinuity compared to a period
characterized by long-term and resource-intensive technological programs. If in the recent past
the vision of figures like the former minister and current CEO of Leonardo, Roberto Cingolani,
focused on extremely ambitious research projects, the current Government seems to prefer a
more concrete management of resources.
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The overcoming of programs defined by some analysts as excessively complex and lacking an
immediate operational return responds to a need for efficiency: in a time of crisis, every
investment must guarantee a direct impact on the security and stability of the country's system,
avoiding the dispersion of capital in prototypes with excessively prolonged development times.

The primacy of fiscal and social stability
The institutional choice of Palazzo Chigi is closely linked to macroeconomic data. With a deficit
at 3.1%, the Government deemed it appropriate not to force European parameters, favoring
Italy's fiscal credibility in international markets.

"Today's priority is represented by energy costs and concrete responses to be given to

citizens," declared President Giorgia Meloni, reaffirming the executive's commitment to

protecting families in the face of geopolitical tensions in the Middle East that threaten price

stability.

Article 5 triggers Collective Defense - NATO's most powerful promise
The NATO target of 5% for European Allies

The polarization of political debate
Despite the Government's cautious approach, the issue of defense continues to be the subject
of marked political opposition. The opposition has maintained a critical stance towards the
international commitments made by Italy (such as the NATO target of 5%), deeming them
incompatible with the sustainability of the welfare state.

However, institutional observers note that such criticism often appears decontextualized from
the reality of the facts: it is precisely the current Government's rigor that demonstrates how
military spending is not considered an independent variable, but an element to be rigorously
balanced with the needs of welfare and economic support for businesses.

In conclusion, Italy chooses the path of stability. In an economy that requires immediate
responses, the Meloni Government prioritizes economic pragmatism over the engineering
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ambitions of the past, seeking to navigate the crisis with prudent management of public
resources.

News link: https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/04/24/italy-forgoes-14-billion-deficit-spending-on-
defense-amid-wobbling-economy/
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