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The Italian Army is ready for a generational leap with the introduction of the Lynx KF41, the
tracked combat vehicle developed by Rheinmetall, set to replace the Dardo as part of the
Army Armored Combat System (AICS) program. This ambitious modernization plan involves
the production of about 1000 vehicles, divided into five variants and sixteen

configurations, to meet the broader operational needs of the Italian armed forces.

A Modular Platform for the Battlefield of the Future

The Lynx KF41 is not just a simple armored vehicle, but a family of modular platforms that,
thanks to a common driving module and a flexible mission kit, can be quickly reconfigured
in less than eight hours. The possible configurations include:

Infantry Fighting Vehicle (IFV)

Armored Personnel Carrier (APC)
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Command Vehicle

Recovery Vehicle

Armored Ambulance

This extreme versatility translates into a huge operational and logistical advantage,
allowing units to adapt to the changing needs of the battlefield, all with a significant cost-

saving on management.

Unmatched Performance and Protection

The Lynx KF41 is designed to ensure an optimal balance between power, protection, and

mobility. Powered by a potent Liebherr engine with 850 kW (1140 hp) and a proven Renk

transmission, the vehicle can achieve extraordinary performance, maintaining a power-to-

weight ratio of 26 hp/t, even in the most armored configuration of 44 tons.

Its advanced survivability features include a modular armor adaptable to different
operational scenarios, with specific protections for:

Peacekeeping missions

Counter-insurgency operations in urban environments

High-intensity peer-to-peer combat

Additionally, the Lynx KF41 with Lance 2.0 turret is equipped for active protection

systems, capable of neutralizing anti-tank missiles and RPG rockets, drastically enhancing
defense capabilities on the field.

Lance 2.0, the Game-Changing Turret

The offensive core of the Lynx KF41 is the new Lance 2.0 turret, an evolution of the proven
Lance family. This turret integrates the Wotan 35 electric cannon, compatible with the
Rheinmetall 35x228 mm ammunition, and offers advanced protection for critical

subsystems, improving resistance to enemy fire in close combat.

A key element of the Lance 2.0 is the presence of two flexible mission modules, which can
host a variety of specialized equipment, including:

Rafael Spike LR2 anti-tank missiles
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Loitering munitions for non-line-of-sight attacks

UAV drones for advanced reconnaissance

Electronic warfare (EW) systems

Thanks to this configuration, a unit equipped with Lynx KF41 can have a disproportionate

impact on the battlefield, dominating complex operational scenarios with unprecedented
versatility.

Assignment to Regiments and Future Prospects

Presumably, the Lynx KF41 will be assigned to prominent units of the Italian Army, including
the 11th Bersaglieri Regiment of the Brigata Ariete, as well as the 1st and 8th

Bersaglieri Regiment of the Brigata Garibaldi. However, it remains to be seen if the 151st

and 152nd Infantry Regiment, along with the 3rd Bersaglieri Regiment of the Brigata

Sassari, will also receive these vehicles, considering their history as mechanized units.

In parallel, the AICS program also foresees the replacement of the current C1 Ariete with 132

new combat tanks based on the KF51 Panther, armed with a 120 mm cannon and an
advanced fire control system developed by Leonardo. These will be joined by 140

special vehicles, designed to support logistical and tactical operations with bridge-laying,

engineering, and recovery configurations.

Italy Keeping Pace with the Future of Warfare

The arrival of the Lynx KF41 in the ranks of the Italian Army represents a crucial step in the

modernization of ground forces, at a time when recent conflicts, such as the one in Ukraine

, have shown that, despite the advancement of drones and advanced missile systems, armored

vehicles remain central in modern military strategies.

After a series of thorough tests to evaluate mobility, protection, and interoperability, the
Lynx KF41 confirms itself as a strategic asset of primary importance for Italy and for NATO,
ensuring a technologically advanced, highly adaptable strike force ready for future challenges.

News link: https://www.difesa.it/sgd-dna/notizie/presentato-nuovo-veicolo-cingolato-per-fanteria-lynx-kf-
41/64408.html
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