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Starting from 2027, the Bundeswehr will begin receiving the new Leopard 2 A8 tank, produced
by KNDS Germany and officially presented in Munich on November 19 in the presence of
Defense Minister Boris Pistorius. It is the first main battle tank built from scratch for the

German army since 1992: until now, all variants of the Leopard 2 were evolutions of existing
hulls.

Germany has ordered 123 Leopard 2 A8, with deliveries expected between 2027 and 2030,
and is considering a second batch of about 75 vehicles, intended to gradually replace the
Leopard 2A6 and 2A7. The program has a clear European dimension: Norway has ordered 54
tanks, Lithuania 44, the Netherlands 46 with an option for another 6, the Czech Republic 44
with an option for an additional 14. In total, over 250 Leopard 2 A8 have already been
contracted as the future armored standard for various NATO armies. The first major German unit
expected to receive them is the Panzerbrigade 45, which Berlin is permanently deploying in
Lithuania.
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Technical features: firepower, electronics, protection, and
mobility
Technically, the Leopard 2 A8 is presented as the most advanced version of the family. It
mounts the Rheinmetall 120 mm L55A1 cannon, capable of using next-generation kinetic
ammunition and programmable high-explosive shells, for engagements beyond 5 kilometers

against tanks, armored vehicles, and light targets. Onboard, there are 42 rounds ready to use

. As secondary armament, a 7.62 mm coaxial machine gun is provided, and there is the
possibility of installing a remote weapon station (7.62, .50 or 40 mm grenade launcher) with
elevation up to about 70 degrees, also useful against aerial threats, including drones.

The vehicle is fully digitalized: it integrates an onboard command and control system, digital
data radios, inertial navigation and GPS, electronic mapping, and automated tactical picture
management. The commander and gunner have independent sights with direct optics and
third-generation thermal cameras, enabling the “hunter-killer” mode, in which the tank
can quickly engage targets in sequence. The driver uses the SPECTUS system, which fuses
daytime and thermal images to allow safe driving even in total darkness or very low visibility
conditions.

The protection combines traditional armor and additional modules. Hull and turret can be
“dressed” with different kits based on the threat: dueling against other tanks, 360-degree
protection against anti-tank rockets, anti-mine defense, and protection against improvised
explosive devices. The crew is protected by an NBC system, smoke grenade launchers, internal
anti-splinter panels, and automatic fire detection and extinguishing systems. This passive
defense is complemented by active protection, with the integration of the Trophy system from
Israel's Rafael, designed to intercept anti-tank rockets and missiles, including some top-attack
threats.

Mobility remains one of the declared strengths. The Leopard 2 A8 is powered by an MTU

1,500 horsepower diesel engine with RENK automatic transmission, for about 60 km/h

forward and nearly 30 km/h in reverse, a very high reverse speed for a battle tank and
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valuable in “shoot and scoot” maneuvers. It can overcome 60 percent gradients, obstacles over
a meter high, 3-meter ditches, and ford up to 4 meters in submerged mode. Onboard, there is a
20 kW auxiliary generator and two 8 kW air conditioning units each. Industrial
documentation places the weight between 61.5 and 64.3 tons in basic configuration; with the
heaviest protection kits, it can approach the 70-ton threshold, raising doubts about logistical

mobility, particularly on Eastern European infrastructure.
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Training, support, and strategic framework
Alongside the vehicle, KNDS offers a comprehensive package of training and support: turret
and driving simulators, a tank dedicated to driver training, real fire recording and analysis
systems, integrated logistics management tools, user clubs, remote maintenance, and modular
field maintenance infrastructures, aiming to ensure high operational availability throughout the
life cycle.

The Leopard 2 A8 is one of the symbols of the German rearmament financed by the 100

billion euro special fund established after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. For Berlin, it
represents both a deterrence tool, a boost for the European defense industry, and a political
signal of Germany's return to a central role in continental security. The question remains
whether, in 2030, the European battlefield will still favor a high-end heavy tank or if drones,
smart munitions, electronic warfare, and artificial intelligence will have definitively shifted the
balance. For now, for Germany, the message is clear: “the Panzers are back” and they move
on tracks.

News link: https://media.knds.com/uploads/KNDS_B_Ansicht_LEOPARD_2_A8_EN_056fd1a8ad.pdf
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