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Eastern Flank - NATO Closes Ranks
Against Hybrid Threats and Airspace
Violations
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The European geopolitical script records a new tightening on collective security. Meeting in
Brussels at the North Atlantic Council — the main political and decision-making body of the
Alliance — the bloc of 32 member countries took stock of the growing tensions along the
eastern borders. At the center of the debate, the dual threat posed by the conventional war in
Ukraine and, above all, the notorious "hybrid war" that repeatedly strikes the Alliance's borders

with drone incursions and provocations aimed at testing Western response readiness.

The recent and repeated airspace violations in Poland and Romania, alongside similar incidents
recorded in various areas of Europe, prompted the representatives of the 32 allies to issue a
very harsh joint statement. The responsibility for these actions was unanimously attributed to
Russia, defining them as "dangerous and unacceptable" and interpreting them as a sign of a

worrying tolerance of risk by Moscow.
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Key Points of the Brussels Meeting:

¢ Unconditional Solidarity: Full support to Poland and Romania, nations directly affected by

the incursions.
e Territorial Defense: Reaffirmed the will to defend "every inch of allied territory".

o Enhanced Vigilance: Increased operational readiness along the entire eastern flank to

deter any escalation.

Eastern Flank - NATO Closes Ranks Against Hybrid Threats and Airspace Violations

Romania's Response: A Major Contract with Rheinmetall

While diplomacy and military commands raise the alert, on the industrial and strategic level,
Romania assumes a leading role in safeguarding the eastern front. The Bucharest government
has indeed awarded the German giant Rheinmetall a strategic contract for the supply of the

ultra-modern Skyranger 35 air defense systems.

This order is part of a broader Romanian armed forces modernization program worth a total of
5.7 billion euros. The agreement includes combat vehicles, naval units, short-range Skynex
systems, and two Millennium cannons dedicated to maritime air defense. An impressive

package that allows Romania to secure its Black Sea coasts.

Technical Specifications — Skyranger 35:

e Main Function: Interception of drone swarms and conventional short-range aerial threats.
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e Firing Capacity: Up to 1,000 rounds per minute with autonomous engagement on the

move.
e Range: Effective coverage up to 4,000 meters away.

e Additional Protection: Active defense against rockets, artillery shells, and mortar bombs.

Towards an Integrated Strategy from the Baltic to the
Black Sea

The Romanian initiative aligns with the efforts made by other Eastern flank states. While
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania have secured the Baltic area — also targeted by repeated
airspace incursions — Romania consolidates the southern sector at a time when the NATO
operation Sentinel of the East, launched in September 2025 following a Polish invocation of
Article 4, demonstrates how the eastern front is a priority for the Euro-Atlantic security

architecture.

"Romania's decision to choose the Skyranger 35 represents a milestone for European air
defense. We are proud to provide the country with direct support in this critical security

situation." — Oliver Dirr, Head of Rheinmetall Air Defense Division

With these moves, the Atlantic Alliance and individual member states demonstrate they are not
caught unprepared, combining Brussels' political deterrence with concrete technological
investments on the ground, in the hope that the defensive posture can effectively avert worse

scenarios..
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