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The United States defense policy is undergoing a period of transformation, influenced by a
concept known as "Affordable Mass". This approach does not imply a complete abandonment
of complex and costly weapon systems, but rather an integration with a greater number of

more economical systems, easily producible and, if necessary, expendable. This evolution is
closely linked to current security needs and the necessity to adapt to increasingly dynamic
threats.

The Strategic Context of Affordable Mass
The concept of "Affordable Mass" fits into a strategic context where flexibility and rapid

response are crucial elements to face modern challenges. Current threats, which include
asymmetric conflicts and the growing importance of cyber warfare, require a more versatile
approach compared to traditional strategies based on a few highly advanced weapon systems.
This new paradigm aims to balance the use of advanced technologies with the need to
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have a numerically significant and rapidly deployable force.

Economic and Operational Advantages
One of the main advantages of Affordable Mass is cost reduction. By producing simpler and
less expensive weapon systems, the armed forces can increase their arsenal without
exceeding budget limits. This not only facilitates rapid replenishment in case of losses but also
allows maintaining a credible deterrent in various operational scenarios. Furthermore, the ability
to quickly produce new units can prove crucial in prolonged conflict situations, where the ability
to replace losses becomes a determining factor for operational success.

Criticisms and Challenges of the Affordable Mass Model
Despite its advantages, the concept of Affordable Mass is not without criticism. Some experts
point out that reliance on less sophisticated systems could compromise operational
effectiveness against technologically advanced adversaries. Moreover, the transition to this new
model requires a significant cultural and organizational change within the armed

forces, which may encounter internal resistance. Finally, managing a larger force also entails
additional logistical challenges, which could complicate field operations.

In conclusion, Affordable Mass represents an interesting shift in approach in U.S. defense policy,
promising greater adaptability and resilience in an increasingly complex global security
landscape. However, its implementation requires careful consideration of strategic and
operational implications.
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