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In the landscape of United States Special Operations Forces (SOF), the 75th Ranger
Regiment holds a unique position. It is not just an elite infantry unit; it is a strategic asset
available to the JSOC (Joint Special Operations Command) capable of projecting lethal
power on a global scale in very short times. If Delta Force and SEAL Team 6 are the scalpels for

surgical operations, the Rangers are the high-precision "mace".
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Operational Architecture: The Modern Regiment

The 75th Ranger Regiment is not a monolithic unit, but a complex ecosystem designed for self-

sufficiency in hostile environments.

The Battalion Structure
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The Regiment is structured on three line infantry battalions and two specialist support

battalions:

e 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Ranger Battalions: They form the shock force. Each battalion is
capable of deploying within 18 hours to execute the Ranger Ready Force (RRF), keeping
one battalion always on high alert.

e Special Troops Battalion (STB): Manages "enabling" capabilities, including theater
encrypted communications, signal intelligence (SIGINT), and the deployment of
Multipurpose Canines (MPC), war dogs trained for explosive detection and hostile
capture.

o Military Intelligence Battalion (RMIB): The most recent addition (2017), dedicated to

cyber-warfare, electronic data exploitation, and advanced technical reconnaissance.
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Employment Doctrine: Direct Action and Airfield Seizure

The specialty that makes the Rangers irreplaceable for the Pentagon is the Joint Forcible

Entry (JFE).

Airfield and Drop Zone Seizure

No other force in the world is as trained as the Rangers to parachute over an enemy airfield,
secure it under heavy fire, establish a defensive perimeter, and transform it into a logistical hub
for incoming conventional forces. This capability was successfully demonstrated during

Operation Rhino in Afghanistan (2001) and the assault on H-3 airfield in lraq (2003).

Direct Action (DA)

In the last two decades, the Rangers have evolved into masters of Direct Action. They conduct
high-intensity night raids to capture or eliminate high-value targets (HVT). Their ability to move
in large formations (company or battalion level) allows them to overwhelm enemy defenses that

small special forces teams could not tackle.
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Selection and Training: The Mark of the "Tab" and the
"Tan Beret"

There is a fundamental technical distinction that often escapes outsiders:

1. Ranger Tab: It is a qualification badge obtained by attending the Ranger School. It is a
leadership and small unit tactics course open to the entire Army. Wearing the "Tab" does

not mean belonging to the Regiment.
2. Ranger Scroll & Tan Beret: Only those who pass the RASP (Ranger Assessment and

Selection Program) and are assigned to the 75th Regiment can wear the unit insignia and

the distinctive tan beret.

The RASP: The Filter of Excellence

The program lasts 8 weeks for enlisted soldiers (RASP 1). The dropout rate often exceeds 60%.
In addition to grueling physical tests, candidates are tested on shooting accuracy, advanced
medical aid procedures (Ranger First Responder), and the ability to operate in a state of

extreme sensory and physical deprivation.
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4. Equipment and Technology

The Regiment benefits from SOCOM funding, ensuring access to unconventional weaponry:

e Weaponry: SCAR-L/H assault rifles, modified M4A1 carbines (SOPMOD), and light
machine guns Mk46 and Mk48.

e Mobility: Intensive use of helicopters from the 160th SOAR (Night Stalkers) for low-altitude
infiltrations, and light ground vehicles like the Ground Mobility Vehicle (GMV).

e Night Vision: Use of four-tube goggles (GPNVG-18) offering a 97° field of view, crucial for

tactical superiority during nighttime operations.

Conclusions: Evolution Towards Great Power Conflict

While the past decade was dominated by counter-insurgency (COIN), the 75th Ranger Regiment

is reorienting towards Large-Scale Combat Operations (LSCO). In a hypothetical conflict
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scenario with peer powers, the Rangers remain the only tool capable of "breaching" in A2/AD
(Anti-Access/Area Denial) environments, ensuring the United States the ability to strike

anywhere, anytime.
"Sua Sponte" (Of their own accord) - Motto of the 75th Ranger Regiment.

https://youtu.be/H_gnH5UZLcU?si=Xy8x8r-vqQIn00_1
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